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sent orders that Sringa-Bhuja should be fetched to his presence immediately. But before the messengers reached him, he had started in pursuit of the bird, guided by the blood-drops on the ground.
5.  Did the brothers show wisdom in the plot they laid against their brother ?
6.  What do you think from this story, so far as you have read it, were the chief qualities of Sringa-Bhuja ? *
CHAPTER IV.
As Sringa-Bhuja sped along after the crane, - the beggar made some strange signs in the air with the staff he used to help Mm along; and such clouds of dust arose that no one could see in which direction the young prince had gone. The brothers and Ayasolekha were very much dismayed at the way things had turned out, and greatly feared that the king's anger would vent itself on them, now that Sringa-Bhuja had disappeared. Vira-Bhuja did send for them, and asked them many questions ; but they all kept the secret of how Sringa-Bhuja had got the arrow, and promised to do all they could to help to get it back. Again the king thought he would go and see the mother of his dear youngest son; but again something held him back, and poor Guna-Vara was left alone, no one ever going near her except the gaoler who took her her daily food. After trying everything possible to find out where Sringa-Bhuja-had gone, the king began to show special favour to another of his sons; and as the months passed by,